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The Mexican Senate has approved legislation requiring labeling of all foods that contain genetically
modified ingredients. The bill, approved unanimously by the upper house, was expected to gain
easy approval in the Chamber of Deputies. The measure is consistent with the UN biosafety protocol
adopted at a meeting of 140 national representatives in Montreal in January of this year. Several
European countries already require labeling of genetically modified foods. Sen. Samuel Aguilar,
chair of the Senate health committee (Comision de Salud), said the measure requires domestic
food manufacturers and importers to identify genetically modified food products. He said the bill
does not aim to halt technological progress, but merely to provide the most information possible to
Mexican consumers. "We are looking after the right to information and the health of Mexicans," said
Aguilar, a member of the governing Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI).

Groups renew demand for ban on genetically modified corn
The Senate decision, approved 95-0, could be the first step in regulating or prohibiting genetically
modified corn imports. Environmental groups such as Grupo de los Cien and Greenpeace Mexico
have been seeking such a ban, arguing that imports of genetically modified corn from the US could
threaten Mexico's agricultural diversity and the endangered monarch butterfly (see SourceMex,
October 13, 1999). Greenpeace Mexico applauded the Senate decision to require labeling genetically
modified food, saying it "recognizes the concerns expressed by diverse social sectors." But the group
also urged Mexican legislators to impose the restrictions on imports of genetically modified corn.
The organization said Mexico imports on average about 5 million metric tons of US corn per year,
roughly 20% of which is genetically modified grain. The grain is mixed with normal corn and is
indistinguishable to the naked eye, Greenpeace Mexico said.
Opposition to genetically modified corn is not universal in Mexico, however. In mid-March, the
Consejo Nacional Agropecuario (CNA) said the organization supports the use of genetically
modified seeds, which could improve productivity of Mexican agriculture. "It is important that
Mexican producers have access to the latest technology," CNA director Ramon Iriarte told reporters.
Jesus Moncada de la Fuente, executive secretary of Coordinadora Nacional de Fundaciones Produce,
joined the CNA in supporting the use of genetically modified seeds. He urged the government
and environmental groups not to restrict these products based on "half-truths," but to undertake
comprehensive studies of methods to enhance the country's production. "We want to support
biotechnology to benefit the poorest segments of our society," said Moncada. (Sources: El Universal,
03/16/00; Notimex, 03/23/00; Associated Press, 03/30/00; Novedades, 03/30/00, 03/31/00; El Universal,
Reuters, 03/31/00; Excelsior, 04/01/00)
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